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The ancient and modern linguists have referred — in
general - to the context theory and its role in word sense
disambiguation and defining the intended meaning of the
vocabulary in context, but none of them were exposed - in
details — to collecting and classifying the contextual clues
that disambiguate the different senses, and this may be
due to the lack of electronic linguistic tools and corpora that
represent the language and contribute effectively in this
type of linguistic research which requires a huge linguistic
resources and a superior computer programs to search and

present citations and examples.

Nowadays, many large electronic corpora and
software programs have been made available for facilitating

the process of exploring texts and searching within them.
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In this way researchers are allowed to conduct researches

that were difficult to conduct before.

So this research aims at extrapolating and classifying

the set of contextual linguistic clues that contribute in
disambiguation different senses of ambiguous Arabic words
in order to guide non—native learners of Arabic to
distinguish the different senses of semantically ambiguous
words, and also, in order to develop an electronic system
capable of processing semantic ambiguity. | relied, in
deriving contextual clues, on examples and citations from
the International Corpus of Arabic (ICA) representing the

contemporary Arabic language in all its dialects.
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Word sense disambiguation — contextual clues — semantic

ambiguity — corpus linguistics
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