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Abstract

This study aimed to design, analyze, and evaluate the placement test
adopted at the Institute for Teaching Arabic to Speakers of Other Languages at
Umm Al-Qura University, in response to the pressing need to standardize
placement tests, which often suffer from weak systematic development
compared to language proficiency tests. To achieve this aim, the study
employed a descriptive—analytical methodology, whereby the two researchers
developed a comprehensive evaluative framework that integrated statistical
analysis of test data with qualitative analysis of the judgments and feedback

provided by reviewers and experts regarding item quality.

The findings revealed that the test demonstrated high levels of face and

construct validity, as reviewers unanimously agreed on the clarity of item
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wording, their appropriateness to students’ language levels, and the balanced
distribution of scores and allotted time. However, the analysis also uncovered a
gap in the cognitive structure of the test, manifested in the heavy concentration
of items at lower cognitive levels (remembering and understanding), alongside
a clear deficiency in assessing higher—order thinking skills such as analysis
and application. This imbalance limits the test’s discriminatory power at

advanced proficiency levels.

Based on these findings, the re-—engineering of the test blueprint to
increase the weighting of higher—order cognitive skills and transitioning toward
intelligent electronic testing systems, particularly computer—adaptive tests, is
recommended to ensure greater data accuracy and to address issues related
to missing responses, thereby enhancing the effectiveness and efficiency of the

learner placement process.
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1 American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (2024) ACTFL Proficiency Placement Test (APPT).
Available at: https://www.actfl.org/assessments/postsecondary-assessments/actfl-proficiency-placement-test-
appt

2 Michigan Language Assessment (2024) Michigan English Placement Test (Michigan-EPT). Available at:
https://michiganassessment.org/michigan-tests/m-ept/
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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the deficiencies in language acquisition among
students of Arabic as a Foreign Language (AFL) in Ghana, which stem from
a lack of awareness of the importance of language input and its close
relationship with proper learning in refining linguistic skills. The study employed
a descriptive methodology to examine ways of addressing these deficiencies.
Several key findings were reached, including: neglecting the role and types
of learning strategies in the educational process targeting non—native Arabic
speakers in Ghana; and insufficient realization of the impact of linguistic
acquisition and learning on learners' competence and performance unless
founded upon methodological practical rules. Furthermore, there is a lack of
awareness of the importance of the topic of language input and its
pedagogical applications in Ghanaian educational institutions. The study
recommended the following: the need to activate the role of learning

strategies and apply their various types in the educational process to achieve
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a purposeful remedy for linguistic deficiencies; the necessity of focusing on
and maintaining the study of language acquisition and learning and its
effects on learners' competence and performance in a sound scientific manner;
and the need to expedite comprehensive linguistic, professional,
pedagogical, and technical development for teachers of Arabic to non-

native speakers.

Keywords: Language Input, Language Acquisition, Language Learning,

Impacts/Effects.
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Abstract:

This paper aims to investigate the concept of pedagogical support, its
types, and its relationship with assessment, as well as with the pedagogies of
individualization and the pedagogy of error. The study focuses specifically on
support within the language lesson component targeted at middle school
students. It highlights certain problems hindering its effectiveness and proposes
strategies to enhance its outcomes, thereby positively impacting learners'
proficiency at this educational level. The paper also presents a framework for
implementing support within classrooms, concentrating on two main types:
preventive support, conducted following an assessment of learners' prior
knowledge at the beginning of the academic year, and remedial/consolidation
support, carried out after summative assessment.

The paper is structured into three main sections. The first section
addresses the concept of support from both linguistic and terminological
perspectives, reviewing key conceptualizations and outlining the foundational
principles and references underpinning it. The second section presents
strategies for implementing support in language lessons. The third section
outlines the proposed framework for planning activities related to preventive

and remedial /consolidation support.

Keywords: Support, Learning, Assessment, Diagnosis, Grammar, Error
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